The absence of pain led me to suggest the possibility of some previous accident, the results of which might have been unnoticed ; but the father was most positive in his assurance that such was not the case. The girl was equally positive in her statement that the injury was caused as I have described to-day. I know the child well, and believe that she had no previous deformity of the neck. I diagnosed it to be dislocation of the articular process of the fifth or sixth from the sixth or seventh cervical vertebra on the right side. I examined carefully for fracture, but beyond the fact that th'ere was more mobility than might be expected in dislocation only, I could detect none.
On the 13th May, in consultation with Professors Ewart and Cutcliffe, I again, under the influence of chloroform, made a careful examination, and after continued and careful extension of the neck, with counter-extension from the shoulders, effected a change in the position of the bones, and partially returned them to their normal position. But during the manipulation it became evident that there was not only dislocation, but fracture of the transverse process, and after returning the parts to, as nearly as possible, a natural position, it was not deemed prudent to use any further interference, and the child was placed in the recumbent posture, with instructions to keep her so, and support the head on either side with a pillow stuffed with sand. 14 th May.?She is well, and free from pain; the face has a very slight inclination to the left shoulder, but it is easily straightened. The head and neck are moveable in all directions. A slight prominence can still be felt, but it disappears on rotating the head, and pressing it backwards.
I directed that the child should be kept on her back, and the head and neck laterally supported, a3 I have described.
19th May.?The child is well and free from pain; a certain amount of distortion remains.
It appears that the child was lifted from the bench, on which she was siting, to the table, at some feet distance ; she was raised suddenly by the head, felt sharp pain, and heard a snap in her neck, as of a bone going out of place.
There can be no doubt that in this sudden and violent transport from the bench to the table, raised by the head, some sudden rotatory movement, aided by the weight of the unsupported body, caused dislocation of the articulating process of the sixth from the seventh ceryical vertebra, and probably fractured the transverse process near its junction with the body of the bono.
